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Mapping the City in 
Movement: The Car 
as an A/V Apparatus             
Martha Skinner
Clemson University

of mapping the city in movement at 
the scale of the automobile through a 
series of audio/video mappings of our 
transitory spaces. The work looks for 
qualities and characteristics of our car 

digital audio/video cameras - devices 

movement and change in time. The 
paper presents a series of audio/video 
mappings of the city in movement. In 
these studies the digital audio/video 
camera, a device which allows us to 

in time, is used as an investigative tool 

order to observe, capture and measure 
otherwise imperceptible moments of 

of place. The projects include one of 
my projects as well as student projects 
from a studio taught at Clemson 
University. The work also evolves from 
the discussions of an undergraduate/
graduate seminar/studio entitled A/V 
Mappings and Notations also taught at 
Clemson University. The importance of 
The Car as an A/V Apparatus studies 
is that they allow us to uncover 
characteristics of place that are 
particular to the infrastructure of our 
car cities and most importantly to the 

spaces of these cities in movement. The 
discoveries that these mappings reveal 
are meant to inform us of the potential 

these cities with proposals which 
uncover positive characteristics of our 
driving culture and better engage it with 
pedestrian movement. The attempt is to 

these two drastically different 
yet intricately connected scales - 
characteristics so common of our cities 

their potential. 

Sections – Driving/Drawing

The documents are choreographed as sections 

such as a vertical section cut or a plan drawing 
bisects a building, object or site allowing us to 

view inside and understand relationships across 

in this case the process of driving is the act of 

through video images and sounds, the qualities 

is full scale both in terms of space and in terms 

Walking the City

oblivion and a misunderstanding of practices” 

a pedestrian in a place in The Car as an A/V 
Apparatus 

space, in this case a much larger space -  a 

of movement and displacement so common of 

‘Night on Earth’: Urban Practices 
and the Blindness of Metatheory describes 
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of place and against the all encompassing view 

the Body into the City

drawings, cameras are mounted to the car 

We proposed By-Pass

will be blurred into a mobile video apparatus 

at the speedometer, radio channels, and gear 

the move via choreographed viewing apertures 

them in various manners and the approaches 

Space of Driving
Cross-Section one of the student’s project 

which most resembles an architectural section 

Cross-Section is a moving section in which the 

of parallel vanishing spaces is represented as 

vibrates to the motor of the car pushes the strip 

Through video editing, the student connected 

spaces alongside each other on a line - in this 

Inter[sur]face

pattern of sounds and images between the 

disappear and moments which overlap at times 
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glimpses of the inside of the car to glimpses of 
signage and buildings outside - the Inter[sur]face

Inter[sur]face is a vivid 
manifestation of a condition that most of us 

– the surface of the car and viewed from inside 

this particular student? Nonetheless, it manifests 

combine and separate with the sounds of the 

The Car and City - Interactive Space
Signals and Maneuvers Car and City the 

student chose to concentrate on the dialogue 

positioning the camera within her automobile 
in a place where she could collect relevant 

information within the car, behind the car and 

pauses, maneuvers and signals of hers, other 

surfaces, pauses, movements, turns, stops, 

signaling car movement and revealing the road 

Automoscope the car and driver are turned 
into a moving viewing instrument in which the 
car and driver’s interdependence is brought to 

is seen from down low through two elongated 

and green lights which overlap all frames on the 

to bear the correlative relationship we have with 

When watching this document we are not sure 
if it is the car that is driving the driver or the 

Pimp Ride

Pauses – Transitory Spaces of Necessity

Pauses – Transitory Spaces of 
Necessity

which occurs while driving - activities which 

transition via the drive-thru infrastructure of 
2 ½ 

minute transaction cuts a section through the 
fast food restaurant McDonald’s

between the teller and the driver, at the 
moment in which the restaurant and the car 
connect, at the moment at which food is 
ordered, paid for, prepared, dispatched, and 
eaten while the car circumvents from the strip 

Other studies feed the car also while the driver 

Conclusion

speed of a car, through the framed view of car 

investigators] to be precise in both a quantitative 
and qualitative manner in the observation and 
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to refer to as mappings merge the vocabularies 

architecture through abrupt shifts of viewpoint 

What are the possibilities that this medium 
allows us to see and understand about our 

outcome are projects which engage and activate 
the in between space of waiting and moving 

connects various disjointed spaces via transit 

motion - the ephemera of car space, is thought 
of as having a direct positive impact on the 

Car as an A/V Apparatus

imagine the possibilities and communicate 

but also as variable assemblages in intermittent 

Fresh and constructive approaches for our cities 

Students whose work was presented:
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